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COMPARATIVE POLITICS: CORE READINGS 

Department of Political Science, UCSB 

Fall 2017 

 

     This reading list is designed to assist students in identifying major works in the field of 

Comparative Politics in preparation for the comprehensive examination.  The list is meant 

to serve as a guide to central works in comparative politics. The core reading list is NOT 

meant to be exhaustive or to substitute for taking seminars with CP faculty. In general, 

seminars offer you far better preparation for the exam than reading the items on your own, 

and will give you some suggestions for more recent works (since the last update of the 

core reading list). Furthermore, as students select sub-fields of special interest, they 

should supplement this list with recent articles, in depth case studies, or specialized works 

which might not be necessary for a student simply wishing to be generally informed about 

a sub-field.  Finally, students should consult the CP faculty in preparing for their 

examinations, both for general advice and for supplementary readings.  

 

We recommend that you consult the anthologies published by Oxford University Press for 

a useful overview of topics listed below. The essays also provide additional references to 

the themes addressed. The series includes: Robert E. Goodin, ed. (2009) The Oxford 

Handbook of Political Science; Carles Boix, Susan C. Stokes, eds. (2009) The Oxford 

Handbook of Comparative Politics ; and David Collier, Janet M. Box-Steffensmeier, 

Henry E. Brady, eds. (2008), The Oxford Handbook of Political Methodology and 

(forthcoming) The Oxford Handbook of Electoral Systems. 

 

     The list is organized in three broad sections: 1) the identification of examples of 

different approaches to the study of comparative politics, 2) works important to research 

design and methods, and 3) the sub-fields of comparative politics.  

 

1. The section entitled “Approaches in Comparative Politics” presents examples of works 

according to the basic methodological approach which characterizes them. While this 

section does not constitute a separate ‘subfield’ from which questions will be drawn on the 

exam, it is intended to help students classify works according to general approaches. 

Reading these books with others in the same section should help students learn how to 

identify a particular approach—what they have in common methodologically—and extend 

this insight into other works. Questions might ask, for instance, how two approaches 

compare in their answer to a given theoretical question. The ability to identify approaches 

would then be critical. The approaches are listed roughly in order of chronological 

development, though individual works within an approach may be more recent. 

 

2. The research design section introduces the debates on research design and is most 

relevant for Part II of the comparative politics field exam. All students must answer one 

question on the exam about methods and research design. 

 

4. The “subfields” section consists of more specialized works addressing particular 

theoretical issues. Each bold subheading with a capital letter identifies a general 

theoretical area from which two questions will be drawn for the comprehensive exam. 
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Case studies within each section should be read selectively, depending on the student’s 

primary regional interests. Familiarity with at least three cases is recommended. Further 

information on case studies can be obtained from the relevant faculty. 

 

Within each section and sub-field, faculty have placed an asterisk (*) by those works 

which they expect students to have read before they take their Ph.D. examination. Some 

works may appear under more than one category.  We recommend that students choose at 

least three subfields in which they will wish to read extensively, while in others, they may 

wish to limit themselves to the items listed with an asterisk. 

 

This list will be updated and revised from time to time by the faculty in Comparative 

Politics. Students will be notified by the Graduate Program Assistant after a new list is 

compiled. Lists will be available from the Graduate Program Assistant. The latest edition 

of a title is given, but other editions are often available. 

 

Some hopefully helpful hints: 

 

In preparing for the exam, many students find it helpful to write out one-page summaries 

of key works. However, whether or not you write out summaries, it is useful to focus on 

the following aspects of works:  

 

1) What is the principal argument of this work? You should be able to state this briefly (in  

one sentence), identifying the key independent and dependent variables, and 

specifying the relationship between them. That is, “x causes an increase in y,” not 

just “x and y are related.”  

2) What debates does this work respond to? For example, what particular school of  

thought did this work criticize? How did it influence subsequent debates? Which 

authors criticized it? One strategy for identifying these contributions is to read 

works in roughly chronological order. Another is to consult faculty about how 

works might be grouped together according to subject matter. 

3) What methodological approach does this author use? Does this approach seem  

appropriate for the questions asked? 

4) What were the major critiques of this work? Students should develop their own  

critiques, but looking at book reviews of the work can supplement the critique. 

 

We cannot state too strongly that trotting out canned summaries is NOT a viable strategy 

for passing the CP exam. Each essay answer should make an argument and deploy 

authors in support of that argument, using only as much of each author’s work as is 

necessary to support the argument. However, understanding the variables involved may 

help students select which works to include in their essays. Including works which are not 

relevant can be as damaging to our evaluation of a student’s understanding of the field as 

omitting works that should be included. Understanding the work’s place in a larger debate 

should help students remember the differences and contrasts among works in a subfield. 

Understanding its methods could prove useful in questions on research design as well as 

for questions on theory. And familiarity with critiques may help students determine 

whether they think a particular argument is persuasive or not. 
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APPROACHES TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS 

 

* Laitin, David D. “Comparative Politics: The State of the Sub-discipline” in Political 

Science: The State of the Discipline. Ira Katznelson and Helen V. Milner, eds. New 

York: Norton; Washington, D.C.: APSA, c2002, pp. 630-659. 

 

Structural-functionalism  

 

Almond, Gabriel and G. Bingham Powell, Jr., eds. Comparative Politics Today: A  

World View. 8th ed. New York: Harper Collins, 2004. 

 

Almond, Gabriel and James S. Coleman, eds. Politics in Developing Areas. Princeton,  

     N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1960. 

 

* Almond, Gabriel, et al, eds. Crises, Choice, and Change: Historical Studies of 

Political  Development. Boston: Little, Brown, 1973.  

 

Huntington, Samuel P. Political Order in Changing Societies. New Haven: Yale  

    University Press, 1968. 

 

Political Sociology and Culture 
 

* Almond, Gabriel and Sidney Verba. Civic Culture 

[New ed.]. Newbury Park, Calif.: Sage Publications, c1989.  

 

* Geertz, Clifford. An Interpretation of Cultures. London: Fontana, 1993, c1973. 

 

Harrison, Lawrence E. and Samuel P. Huntington, eds. Culture Matters: How Values  

Shape Human Progress. New York: N.Y.: Basic Books, c2000. 

 

Pye, Lucian W., and Sidney Verba, eds. Political Culture and Political Development 

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1969. 

 

Behavioralism 

 

Hibbs, Douglas A. Mass Political Violence: A Cross-National Causal Analysis 

New York: Wiley [1973]. 

 

*Inglehart, Ronald. Culture Shift in Advanced Industrial Society. Princeton, N.J.:  

     Princeton University Press, c1990. 

 

Verba, Lehman, Schlozman, and Brady. Voice and equality: Civic Voluntarism in   

     American Politics [Introduction]. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1995. 

 



 5 

Constructivism 

 

Green Daniel M., ed. Constructivism and Comparative Politics. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E.  

     Sharpe, c2002. 

 

*Finnemore, Martha and Kathryn Sikkink. 2001. “Taking Stock: The Constructivist  

Research Program in International Relations and Comparative Politics,” in Annual 

Review of Political Science, v4: 391-416. 

 

Risse, Thomas. “Constructivism and International Institutions: Toward a Conversation  

across paradigms,” in Political Science: The State of the Discipline, Ira Katznelson and 

Helen V. Milner, eds. New York: Norton; Washington, D.C.: American Political 

Science Association, c2002. Series title: Cambridge studies in comparative politics. 

 

Historical Institutionalism 

 

Mahoney, James and Dietrich Rueschemeyer, eds. Comparative Historical Analysis in the 

    Social Sciences. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003.  

 

Putnam, Robert. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy. 

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, c1993. 

 

* Skocpol, Theda, et al, eds. Bringing the State Back In. Cambridge: Cambridge   

     University Press, 1985. 

 

* Steinmo, Sven, Kathleen Thelen, and Frank Longstreth, eds. Structuring Politics:  

Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Analysis. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, c1992.  

 

Rational Choice and New Institutionalism 

 

Bates, Robert, Avner Greif, Margaret Levi, Jean-Laurent Rosenthal, and Barry Weingast.  

     Analytic Narratives. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1998.   

 

Becker, Gary. The Economic Approach to Human Behavior. Chicago: University of  

     Chicago Press, 1976. 

 

* Downs, Antony. An Economic Theory of Democracy. New York: Harper [1957]. 

 

Elster, Jon, ed., Rational Choice. Washington Square, N.Y.: New York University Press,  

     1986. 

 

Green, Donald P. and Ian Shapiro. Pathologies of rational choice theory: a critique 

    of applications in political science. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994. 
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* Levi, Margaret.  1997.  A Model, A Method, and A Map:  Rational Choice in  

Comparative and Historical Analysis.”  In Mark Lichbach and Alan Zuckerman, eds., 

Comparative Politics:  Rationality, Culture, and Structure. New York:  Cambridge 

University Press, 1997. 

 

* Olson, Mancur. The Logic of Collective Action. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University  

     Press [1971]. 

 

Shepsle, Kenneth and Mark Bonachek.  Analyzing Politics:  Rationality, Behavior,    

     and Institutions.  New York:  W. W. Norton,1997. 
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RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS 

  

Adcock, Robert and David Collier. “Measurement Validity: A Shared Standard for  

     Qualitative and Quantitative Research.” American Political Science Review 95 (Sept.    

     2001): 529-46.  

 

Bennett, Andrew. “Process tracing: a Bayesian perspective.” In Box-Steffensmeier, Janet  

     M., Henry E. Brady, and David Collier, The Oxford Handbook of Political  

     Methodology. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008: Ch. 30.  

 

Büthe, Tim. "Taking Temporality Seriously: Modeling History and the Use of Narratives  

      as Evidence," American Political Science Review 96(3), 2002: 481-493. 

 

* Campbell, Donald T. “Degrees of Freedom and the Case Study,” in Comparative  

     Political Studies v8: 178-93. 

 

* Capoccia, Giovanni, & Kelemen, R. Daniel. “The Study of Critical Junctures” in World  

      Politics. Vol. 59, No. 3, 2007. pp 341-369.  

 

Collier, David. “The Comparative Method: Two Decades of Change” in Dankwart  

     Rustow and Kenneth Erickson, eds., Comparative Political Dynamics: Global  

     Research Perspectives (1991). 

 

Collier, David and James Alcock. “Democracy and Dichotomies: A Pragmatic Approach  

     to Choices about Concepts.” Annual Review of Political Science 2 (1999): 537-565.  

 

* Collier, David and James E. Mahon. “Conceptual Stretching Revisited: Alternative  

Views of Categories in Comparative Analysis,” in APSR v87, n4 (Dec 1993): 845-856. 

 

* Coppedge, Michael. “Thickening Thin Concepts and Theories: Combining Large N and  

     Small in Comparative Politics.” Comparative Politics 31, n4 (July 1999): 465-476. 

 

Dunning, Thad. Natural experiments in the social sciences: a design-based approach.  

      Cambridge University Press, 2012. 

 

* Fearon, James. “Counterfactuals and Hypothesis Testing in Political Science.” World 

     Politics 43, n2 (Jan. 1991): 169-195. 

 

* Geddes, Barbara. Paradigms and Sand Castles:  Theory Building and Research Design  

     in Comparative Politics. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2003. 

 

* Geddes, Barbara. ““How the Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get: Selection  

     Bias in Comparative Politics,” Political Analysis v2 (1990): 131-150.  
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Gerring, John. “What Is a Case Study Good For? Case Study versus large-N Cross-Case 

     Analysis.” In Gerring, Case Study Research. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

     2007:17-63. 

 

* Goertz, Gary, and James Mahoney. A Tale of Two Cultures: Qualitative and  

      Quantitative Research in the Social Sciences. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University  

      Press, 2012. 

 

* Hall, Peter A. "Aligning ontology and methodology in comparative research."  

      Comparative historical analysis in the social sciences 374 (2003). 

 

Humphreys, Macartan, and Alan M. Jacobs. "Mixing Methods: A Bayesian  

      Approach." American Political Science Review 109.04 (2015): 653-673. 

 

Humphreys, Macartan and Weinstein, M. Jeremy “Field Experiments and the Political  

     Economy of Development.” Annual Review of Political Science 12 (2009): 367-378. 

 

* King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. Designing Social Inquiry.   

     Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, c1994. 

 

Lijphart, Arend. “Comparative Politics and Comparative Methods,” in APSR v65 n3  

(Feb. 1971): 682-98. 

 

Mahoney, James and Dietrich Rueschemeyer. Comparative Historical Analysis in the  

     Social Sciences. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

 

* Mahoney, James and Kathleen Thelen, eds.  2015. Advances in Comparative-Historical  

      Analysis.  Cambridge U. Press. 

 

McDermott, Rose. “Experimental Methods in Political Science.” Annual Review of  

     Political Science 5: (June 2002): 31-61. 

 

* Mill, John Stuart. A System of Logic. 8th ed. New York: Longmans, 1965. 

 

Morton, Rebecca B., and Kenneth C. Williams. Experimental Political Science and the  

      Study of Causality: From Nature to the Lab. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,  

      2010. 

 

* Pierson, Paul. “Increasing Returns, Path Dependence, and the Study of Politics.” 

     American Political Science Review 94, n2 (June 2000): 251-267. 

 

Ragin, Charles C. The Comparative Method: Moving Beyond Qualitative and 

Quantative Strategies.Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989 (first four  

chapters). 
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* Rooij A. de Eline, Green P. Donald, and Gerber S. Alan “Field Experiments on Political 

     Behavior and Collective Action.” Annual Review of Political Science. 12 (2009): 389-    

     395. 

 

* Sartori, G. “Concept Misformation in Comparative Politics,” in APSR v 64, n 4. (Dec. 

1970): 1033-53. 

 

Sartori, G. “Comparing and Miscomparing.” Journal of Theoretical Politics v3: 243-57. 

 

* Seawright, Jason, and John Gerring. "Case selection techniques in case study research: a  

      menu of qualitative and quantitative options." Political Research Quarterly 61.2  

      (2008): 294-308.  

 
Schatz, Edward, ed. 2009. Political Ethnography: Introduction: Ethnographic Immersion  

      and the Study of Politics 

 
Skocpol, Theda and Margaret Somers. “The Uses of Comparative History in Macrosocial  

      Inquiry.” Comparative Studies in Society and History v22, n2. (April 1980), 174-197. 

 

* Soifer, Hillel David. "The Causal Logic of Critical Junctures" in Comparative Political  

      Studies. Vol. 45, No. 2, 2012. pp 1572-597.  

 

Verba, Sidney. “Cross-National Survey Research: The Problem of Credibility.” in 

Comparative Methods in Sociology. Ivan Vallier, ed. 309-356. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1971. 
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COMPARATIVE THEORY 

(Sub-Fields) 

Reminder: Sections for the exam are headed with a letter; titles in all caps. 

Subheadings NOT in caps are intended only to group topics within an exam field. 

 

A. COMPARATIVE POLITICAL ECONOMY 

 

* Acemoglu, Daron, and James A. Robinson. “Economic Backwardness in Political  

      Perspective.” American Political Science Review. Vol. 100, No. 1, 2006. pp. 115-131.  

 

Alesina, Alberto F., Reza Baqir, and William Easterly. “Public Goods and Ethnic  

      Divisions” in Quarterly Journal of Economics. 1999. pp. 1243-1284. 

 

* Alesina, Alberto and Glaeser, L Edward. Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe, New  

     York: Oxford University Press, 2004. 

 

Alesina, Alberto and Nouriel Roubini and Gerald Cohen.  Political Cycles and the  

     Macroeconomy. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997.   

 

* Bates, Robert H. Prosperity and Violence: The Political Economy of Development  

New York: Norton, c2001. 

 

Beramendi, Pablo. The Political Geography of Inequality: Regions and Redistribution.        

      New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012. 

 

Boix, Carlos.  Political Parties, Growth and Equality.  New York:  Cambridge University  

     Press, 1998. 

 

* Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce, Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, and James D.     

      “Political Institutions, Political Survival, and Policy Success” in Bruce Bueno de  

      Mesquita and Hilton L. Root, Governing for Prosperity. Yale University Press, 2000.    

      pp. 59-84. 

 

Cameron, David R. 1978. “The Expansion of the Public Economy: A Comparative  

      Analysis.” American Political Science Review 72(4): 1243–61. 

 

Cameron, David.  Social Democracy, Corporatism, Labour Quiescence and the  

Representation of Economic Interest in Advanced Capitalist Society.  In John Hall, 

ed., Order and Conflict in Contemporary Capitalism. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1984. 

 

* Cardoso, Fernando Henrique and Enzo Faletto. Dependency and Development in Latin 

America. Translated by Marjory Mattingly Urquidi. Berkeley: University of California  

Press, c1979. 
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Chhibber, Pradeep. Religious Practice and Democracy in India. Cambridge University  

 Press, 2014. Chapter 2: “The Influence of Religious Practice” 

 

* Dunning, Thad. 2008. Crude Democracy. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 

 

* Esping-Anderson, Gosta.  The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism.  Princeton:  

     Princeton University Press, 1990. 

 

Garrett, Geoffrey.  Partisan Politics in the Global Economy.  New York:  Cambridge  

     University Press, 1998. 

 

Gerschenkron, Alexander. Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective: A 

Book of Essays. Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, [1966, 

c1962]. 

 

* Habyarimana, James et. al., “Why Does Ethnic Diversity Undermine Public Goods  

     Provision?”American Political Science Review 101, n4 (2007): 709-725. 

 

* Hall, Peter and David Soskice, eds. Varieties of Capitalism:  The Institutional  

     Foundations of Comparative Advantage. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001. 

 

Hirschman, Albert O. Essays in Trespassing. Cambridge University Press, 1981. pp. 1-24.  

 

Hibbs, Douglas.  “Political Parties and Macroeconomic Policy.”  American Political  

     Science Review. 71 (1977): 1467-1487. 

 

Hirschman, Albert O. Essays in Trespassing. Cambridge University Press, 1981. pp. 1-24. 

Iversen, Torben. Contested Economic Institutions.  New York:  Cambridge University  

     Press, 1999.   

 

Iversen, Torben and David Soskice. “Electoral systems and the politics of coalitions: Why  

     some democracies redistribute more than others.” American Political Science Review     

     100, n2 (May 2006):165-181. 

 

Jacobs, Alan. Governing for the Long Term: Democracy and the Politics of Investment.  

      New York: Cambridge University Press, 2011. 

 

* Katzenstein, Peter. Small States in World Markets. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1985. 

 

Keech, William R.  Economic Politics:  The Costs of Democracy.  New York:   

     Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

 

Keefer, Philip. 2004. “What Does Political Economy Tell Us About Economic  

      Development and Vice Versa?” Annual Review of Political Science. Vol 7. pp 247-72.  
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Lange, Peter and Geoffrey Garrett.  The Politics of Growth:  Strategic Interaction and  

Economic Performance in Advanced Industrial Democracies, 1974-1980.  Journal of 

Politics 47, no. 3 (1985). 

 

Levi, Margaret. 1988. Of Rule and Revenue.  Berkeley, CA: University of California  

      Press. 

 

MacIntyre, Andrew. “Institutions and Investors: The Politics of the Economic Crisis in  

      Southeast Asia” International Organization, Vol. 55, No.1, 2001. pp 81-122.  

 

Milner, Helen. “Managing International Commitments in Trade Policy.” In Do  

Institutions Matter? Edited by R. Kent Weaver and Bert A. Rockman. Washington, 

D.C.: Brookings Institute, 1993. 

 

* North, Douglass Cecil. Structure and Change in Economic History  

New York: Norton, c1981. 

 

* Olson, Mancur. “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development” American Political  

     Science Review, Vol. 87, No. 3, 1993. pp. 567-576. 

 

* Przeworski, Adam, et. al.  Democracy and Development:  Political Institutions and  

     Well-Being in the World.  New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2000. 

 

* Rodrik, Dani.  Has Globalization Gone Too Far?  Washington, D.C.: Institute for  

     International Economics, 1997. 

 

Rodrik, Dani.  “Why Do More Open Economies Have Bigger Governments?”  Journal of  

Political Economy 106, no. 5 (1998). 

 

Ross, Michael L. "Review: The Political Economy of the Resource Curse" World Politics,  

      Vol 51, No. 2, 1999. pp 297-322. 

 

Rostow, W. W. The Takeoff into Self-Sustained Growth. New York, St Martin’s Press, 1963. 

    

Sen, Amartya. Development as Freedom. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1999. pp. 3-53.  

Stasavage, David. 2008. Public Debt and the Birth of the Democratic State: France and  

      Great Britain, 1688-1789. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Steinmo, Sven “Political Institutions and Tax Policy in the United States, Sweden, and  

      Britain.” World Politics 41, 4 (1989): 500-535. 

 

Stokes, Susan, Thad Dunning, Marcelo Nazareno, and Valeria Brusco. Brokers, Voters  

      and Clientelism: The Puzzle of Distributive Politics. Cambridge University Press,  

      2013. 
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Swenson, Peter.  “Bringing Capital Back In, or Social Democracy Reconsidered:   

Employer Power, Cross-Class Alliances, and Centralization of Industrial Relations in 

Denmark and Sweden.” World Politics (1991):  513-45. 

 

* Thelen, Kathleen. How institutions evolve: The political economy of skills in Germany,  

     Britain, the United States, and Japan. Cambridge University Press, 2004. 

 

Thelen, Kathleen. Varieties of liberalization and the new politics of social solidarity.  

      Cambridge University Press, 2014. 

 

Wade, Robert. “East Asia’s Economic Success” World Politics, Vol. 44, Iss. 2, 1992. pp  

      270-320. 

 

Wallerstein, Immanuel. The Capitalist World-Economy: Essays. Cambridge [Eng.]; New  

     York: Cambridge University Press, 1979. 

 

Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and the “Spirit” of Capitalism. Translated, and with an  

     introduction by Peter Baehr and Gordon C. Wells. New York: Penguin Books, 2002. 

 

* Woo-Cummings, Meredith. The Developmental State. Cornell University Press, 1999. 

Case studies 

 

Bates, Robert H.  Markets and States in Tropical Africa:  The Political Bases of  

    Agricultural Policies.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 1981. 

 

Coatsworth, John H. Growth Against Development: The Economic Impact of Railroads  

in Porfirian Mexico. DeKalb, Ill.: Northern Illinois University Press, 1981. 

 

Cole, David and Princeton Lyman. Korean Development: The Interplay of Politics and  

Economics. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1971. 

 

De Soto, Hernando. The Other Path: The Invisible Revolution in the Third World.  

Hernando de Soto, in collaboration with the Instituto Libertad y Democracia; foreword  

by Mario Vargas Llosa; translated by June Abbott. 1st ed. New York: Harper & Row, 

c1989. 

 

Deyo, Frederic, ed. The Political Economy of the New Asian Industrialism. Ithaca, N.Y.:  

     Cornell University Press, 1987. 

 

Evans, Peter. Dependent Development: The Alliance of Multinational, State, and Local  

Capital in Brazil. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, c1979. 

 

Gold, Thomas B. State and Society in the Taiwan Miracle. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe,  

     c1986. 

 

Hall, Peter A., Governing the Economy: The Politics of State Intervention in Britain and  
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France. New York: Oxford University Press, 1986. 

 

Jones, Leroy P. and Il Sakong, Government, Business, and Entrepreneurship in  

Economic Development: The Korean Case. Cambridge, Mass.: Council on East Asian 

Studies, Harvard University: distributed by Harvard University Press, 1980. 

 

Pitcher, M. Anne. Party Politics and Economic Reform in Africa’s Democracies. New  

      York:  Cambridge University Press, 2012.  

 

Rodney, Walter. How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. London: Bogle-L'Ouverture  

    Publications, 1988, c1972. 

 

Solberg, Carl E. The Prairies and the Pampas: Agrarian Policy in Canada and 

Argentina, 1880-1930. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1987. 

 

Winckler, Edwin and Susan Greehalgh, eds. Contending Approaches to the Political  

Economy of Taiwan. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe, c1988. 

 

B.  POLITICAL PARTY SYSTEMS AND REPRESENTATION 

 

Political Parties and Party Systems 

 

Adams, James, Michael Clark, Lawrence Ezrow and Garrett Glasgow. “Understanding 

     Change and Stability in Party Ideologies: Do Parties Respond to Public Opinion or to  

     Past Election Results?” British Journal of Political Science 34 (2004): 589-610. 

 

Adams, James, Samuel Merill III and Bernard Grofman. A Unified Theory of Party  

     Competition. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005. 

 

*Aldrich, John.  Why Parties?  A Second Look. Chicago:  University of Chicago Press,  

      2011. 

 

Althaus, Scott L. Collective Preferences in Democratic Politics New York: Cambridge 

     University Press, 2003. 

 

Bartolini, Stefano and Peter Mair. Identity, Competition, and Electoral Availability: The  

Stabilization of European Electorates 1885-1985. New York: Cambridge University  

Press, 1990. 

 

Birnir, Jóhanna Kristín. Ethnicity and Electoral Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge    

     University Press, 2007. 

 

* Boix, Carlos. “Setting the Rules of the Game: The Choice of Electoral Systems in  

     Advanced Democracies.” American Political Science Review 93, n3 (1999): 609-24. 
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Butler, David, Howard R. Peniman, and Austin Ranney, eds.  Democracy at the Polls:  A  

Comparative Study of Competitive National Elections.  Washington, D. C.:  American 

Enterprise Institute, 1981. [Especially chapter by Epstein] 

 

Caramani, Daniele.  The Nationalization of Politics:  The Formation of National  

      Electorates and Party Systems in Western Europe.  New York:  Cambridge University  

      Press, 2004. 

 

* Chandra, Kanchan.  Why Ethnic Parties Succeed.  New York:  Cambridge University  

      Press, 2004. 

 

* Chhibber, Pradeep and Ken Kollman.  The Formation of National Party Systems:   

Federalism and Party Competition in Canada, Great Britain, India, and the United 

States.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 2004. 

 

Cigler, Allan J. and Burdett A. Loomis, eds.  Interest Group Politics.  8th ed. Washington,  

      DC:  CQ Press, 2012.   

 

* Clark, William Roberts and Matt Golder.  “Rehabilitating Duverger’s Theory:  Testing  

      the Mechanical and Strategic Modifying Effects of Electoral Laws.”  Comparative  

      Political Studies 39 (2006). 

 

Cox, Gary and Matthew McCubbins.  Legislative Leviathan. Berkeley:  University of  

      California Press, 1999. 

 

Cox, Gary and Matthew McCubbins.  Setting the Agenda.  New York:  Cambridge  

       University Press, 2005. 

 

* Cox, Gary.  Making Votes Count:  Strategic Coordination in the World’s Electoral  

     Systems. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997.   

 

* Dalton, Russell J.  Citizen Politics:  Public Opinion and Political Parties in Advanced  

     Industrial Democracies.  New York:  Chatham House, 2014 (Sixth Edition).  

 

* Dalton, Russell J. and Martin P. Wattenberg. Parties without Partisans: Political  

     Changes in Advanced Industrial Democracies. New York: Oxford University Press,  

     2001. 

 

Dalton, Russell J., Scott C. Flanagan and Paul Allen Beck, eds. Electoral Change in  

     Advanced Industrial Democracies: Realignment or Dealignment? Princeton: Princeton  

     University Press, 1984. 

 

* Downs, Anthony. An Economic Theory of Democracy. New York: Harper, 1957. 
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* Duverger, Maurice. Political Parties: Their Organization and Activity in the Modern  

State. Translated by Barbara and Robert North; with a foreword by D. W. Brogan. 2nd 

ed. Rev. New York: Wiley, 1967, c1959. 

 

* Escobar-Lemmon, Maria C. and Michelle M. Taylor-Robinson, eds.  Representation:   

     The Case of Women.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2014. 

 

* Ferree, Karen E., G. Bingham Powell, and Ethan Scheiner.  “Context, Electoral Rules,  

      and Party Systems.”  Annual Review of Political Science 17 (2014):  421-439. 

 

Fishkin, James.  “Deliberation by the People Themselves:  Entry Points for the Public  

      Voice.”  Election Law Journal. 12 (4) (2013). 

 

Golder, Matt. “Presidential Coattails and Legislative Fragmentation.” American Journal    

     of Political Science 50, n1 (2006): 34-48. 

 

Golder, Matt and Jacek Stramski. “Ideological Congruence and Electoral Institutions.” 

     American Journal of Political Science 54, (2010 ): 90-106.  

 

Gunther, Richard, Jose Ramon Montero, and Juan Linz, eds.  Political Parties:  Old  

     Concepts and New Challenges.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2002. 

 

* Hicken, Allen. Building Party Systems in Developing Democracies. New York:  

     Cambridge University Press, 2009. 

 

Hicken, Allen and Heather Stoll.  “Are All Presidents Created Equal?  Presidential  

      Powers and the Shadow of Presidential Elections.”  Comparative Political Studies 14  

     (3) (2013). 

 

* Htun, Mala.  “Is Gender Like Ethnicity?  The Political Representation of Identity  

      Groups.”  Perspectives on Politics 2 (3) (2004):  439—458. 

 

Huber, Evelyne and John D. Stephens.  Development and Crisis of the Welfare State:   

      Parties and Policies in Global Markets.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 2001. 

 

Hug, Simon.  Altering Party Systems:  Strategic Behavior and the Emergence of New  

      Political Parties in Western Europe.  Ann Arbor:  University of Michigan Press,  

      2001. 

 

Iversen, Torben. “Political Leadership and Representation in West European  

      Democracies: A Test of Three Models of Voting.” American Journal of Political  

      Science 38, n1 (Feb. 1994): 45-74. 

 

* Katz, Richard S. and Peter Mair. “Changing Models of Party Organization and Party  

     Democracy: The Emergence of the Cartel Party.”  Party Politics 1 (1) (1995):  5-28. 

 



 17 

Kedar, Orit. “When Moderate Voters Prefer Extreme Parties: Policy Balancing in  

     Parliamentary Elections.” American Political Science Review 99, n2 (2005). 

 

Keefer, Philip and Stuti Khemani.  “When Do Legislators Pass on Pork?  The Role of  

      Parties in Determining Legislator Effort.”  American Political Science Review 103 (1)  

     (2009). 

 

Kruezer, Marcus and Vello Pettai. “Political Parties and the Study of Political  

     Development: New Insights from the Postcommunist Democracies.” World Politics  

     56, n94 (2004): 608-34. 

 

Krook, Mona Lena and Sarah Childs, eds.  Women, Gender, and Politics:  A Reader.   

     Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2010. 

 

Jones, Mark. “Gender Quotas, Electoral Laws, and the Election of Women: Evidence  

     from the Latin American Vanguard.” Comparative Political Studies 42, n1 (2009): 56-   

     81. 

 

Laver, Michael and Norman Shofield.  Multiparty Government:  The Politics of Coalition  

     in Europe.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1990.   

 

* Lijphart, Arend.  Parties and Party Systems.  New York:  Oxford University Press,  

     1994.   

 

* Lijphart, Arend.  Patterns of Democracy. New Haven:  Yale University Press, 2012.  

 

Lipset, Seymour Martin and Rokkan, Stein, eds. Party Systems and Voter Alignments:  

Cross-National Perspectives. New York, Free Press [1967]. (refer to Mair 1990 for 

abbreviated version of book’s main theme) 

 

Lublin, David.  The Paradox of Representation:  Racial Gerrymandering and Minority  

     Interests in Congress.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton University Press, 1997. 

 

* Lublin, David.  Minority Rules:  Electoral Systems, Decentralization, and  

     Ethnoregional Party Success.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2014. 

 

* Mair, Peter, ed. The West European Party System. New York: Oxford University Press,  

1990 [see especially chapters by Duverger; Kirchheimer; Lipset and Rokkan; Lijphart; 

and Sartori] 

 

Mair, Peter.  Party System Change:  Approaches and Interpretations.  New York:  Oxford  

     University Press, 1997.   

 

Mayhew, David.  “Electoral Realignments.”  Annual Review of Political Science 3 (2000). 

 



 18 

McDonald, Michael D. and Ian Budge. Elections, Parties, Democracy: Conferring the  

     Median Mandate. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

 

Meguid, Bonnie. Party Competition Between Unequals. New York: Cambridge   

     University Press, 2008. 

 

Michels, Robert. Political Parties: A Sociological Study of the Oligarchical Tendencies 

of Modern Democracy. Translated by Eden and Cedar Paul. Introd. by Seymour Martin 

Lipset. New York: Collier Books [1962, c1915]. 

 

Panebianco, Angelo, (1988) Political Parties: Organization and Power. Translated by  

Marc Silver. Cambridge, [England]; New York : Cambridge University Press, 1988. 

 

Paxton, Pamela and Melanie M. Hughes. Women, Politics, and Power: A Global  

     Perspective. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press, 2007. 

 

* Phillips, Anne. The Politics of Presence. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995. 

 

* Pitkin, Hanna. The Concept of Representation. Berkeley: University of California 

     Press, 1967. 

 

Powell, G. Bingham.  Elections as Instruments of Democracy:  Majoritarian and  

     Proportional Visions.  New Haven:  Yale University Press, 2000. 

 

* Powell, G. Bingham. “Political Representation in Comparative Perspective.” Annual  

     Review of Political Science 7, (2004): 273-296. 

 

Przeworksi, Adam and John Sprague.  Paper Stones:  A History of Electoral Socialism.   

     Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1986.     

 

Przeworski, Adam, Susan Stokes, and Bernard Manin, eds. Democracy, Accountability,  

and Representation. Cambridge, U.K.; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1999. 

 

Rahat, Gideon, Reuven Y. Hazan and Richard S. Katz.  “Democracy and Political Parties:   

     On the Uneasy Relationships between Participation, Competition and Representation.”   

     Party Politics 14 (6) (2008). 

 

Riker, William.  “The Two Party System and Duverger’s Law:  An Essay on the History  

     of Political Science.”  American Political Science Review 76, no. 4 (1982).  

 

Riker, William. Liberalism Against Populism.  Long Grove, Illinois:  Waveland Press,  

     1982 (reissued 1988).  

 

Riker, William.  The Art of Political Manipulation.  New Haven:  Yale University Press,  

     1986. 

 



 19 

Rodden, Jonathan.  “The Geographic Distribution of Political Preferences.”  Annual  

     Review of Political Science 13 (2010):  321-340. 

 

Samuels, David J. and Matthew S. Shugart. Presidents, Parties and Prime Ministers:  

     How the Separation of Powers Affects Party Organization and Behavior. New York:  

     Cambridge University Press, 2010. 

 

Sartori Giovanni, Parties and Party Systems: A Framework for Analysis. New York:  

Cambridge University Press, 1976. (refer to Mair 1990 for abbreviated version of 

book’s main theme) 

 

Scheiner, Ethan.  Democracy without Competition:  Opposition Failure in One-Party  

     Dominant Japan.  New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2006.  

 

Schlesinger, Joseph. “On the Theory of Party Organization.” The Journal of Politics. 46,  

     no. 2 (1984). 

 

Schmidt, Manfred G. “When Parties Matter: A Review of the Possibilities and Limits of 

     Partisan Influence on Public Policy.” European Journal of Political Research. 30, no.  

     2 (1996). 

 

Shugart, Matthew Soberg and Martin P. Wattenberg. Mixed Member Electoral Systems:  

     The Best of Both Worlds? New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001. 

 

* Stokes, Susan.  “Political Parties and Democracy.”  Annual Review of Political Science  

     (2) (1999):  243-267. 

 

* Stokes, Susan, Thad Dunning, Marcelo Nazareno, and Valeria Brusco.  Brokers, 

     Voters, and Clientelism:  The Puzzle of Distributive Politics.  New York:  Cambridge 

     University Press, 2013.  

 

Stoll, Heather. Changing Societies, Changing Party Systems. Cambridge: 

     Cambridge University Press, 2013.  

 

Stoll, Heather. “Social Cleavages and the Number of Parties: How the Measures You  

     Choose Affect the Answers You Get.” Comparative Political Studies 41, n11 (2008). 

 

Strom, Kaare. “A Behavioral Theory of Competitive Political Parties.” American Journal  

     of Political Science 34, n2 (1990): 565-98. 

 

Strom, Kaare.  Minority Government and Majority Rule.  New York:  Cambridge  

     University Press, 1990. 

 

Strom, Kaare and Wolfgang Muller, eds. Policy, Office or Votes?  How Political Parties  

     in Western Europe Make Hard Decisions. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1999. 

 



 20 

Taagepera, Rein and Matthew Soberg Shugart. Seats and Votes: The Effects and  

     Determinants of Electoral Systems. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1989. 

 

Thachil, Tariq. "Elite Parties and Poor Voters: Theory and Evidence from India"  

     American Political Science Review. Vol. 108, No, 2, 2014. pp 454-477. 

 

Case Studies 

    
Bruhn, Kathleen. Taking on Goliath: The Emergence of a New Left Party and the  

Struggle for Democracy in Mexico. University Park: Pennsylvania State University 

Press, c1997. 

  

Budge, Ian et al.  Mapping Policy Preferences:  Estimates for Parties, Electors, and  

     Governments.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 2001. 

   
Chhibber, Pradeep. Religious Practice and Democracy in India. Cambridge University  

     Press, 2014.  

 

Chhibber, Pradeep. Democracy Without Associations: Transformation of the Party  

System and Social Cleavages in India. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1999. 

 

Coppedge, Michael. Strong Parties and Lame Ducks: Presidential Partyarchy and 

Factionalism in Venezuela. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1994. 

 

Green-Pedersen, C. “The Growing Importance of Issue Competition: The Changing  

     Nature of Party Competition in Western Europe.” Political Studies 55, (2007):  

     607-628.   

 

Greene, Kenneth F.  Why Dominant Parties Lose:  Mexico’s Democratization in  

     Comparative Perspective.  New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2007. 

 

Grose, Christian.  Congress in Black and White:  Race and Representation in Washington  

     and at Home. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2011. 

 

Gryzmala-Busse, Anna.  Rebuilding Leviathan:  Party Competition and State Exploitation  

     in Post-Communist Democracies.  New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2007. 

 

Hale, Henry. Why not parties in Russia? New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 

 

Huber, John. Rationalizing Parliament: Legislative Institutions and Party Politics  

in France. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 

 

Kalyvas, Stathis N.  The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe.  Cornell University  

     Press, 1994.   

 



 21 

Kitschelt, Herbert. The Transformation of European Social Democracy, New York:  

     Cambridge University Press, 1994.  

 

Kitschelt, Herbert. The Radical Right in Western Europe.  Ann Arbor:  University of  

    Michigan Press, 2000.   

 

Kitschelt, Herbert. Beyond the European Left. Durham: Duke University Press, 1990. 

 

Kitschelt, Herbert et al.  Post-Communist Party Systems:  Competition, Representation,  

     and Intra-Party Cooperation.  New York:  Cambridge University Press, 1999. 

 

Lipset, Seymour Martin and Gary Marks.  It Didn’t Happen Here:  Why Socialism Failed  

     in the United States.  New York:  W. W. Norton, 2000. 

 

Madrid, Raul.  “Indigenous Parties and Democracy in Latin America.”  Latin American  

     Politics and Society 47 (4) (2005). 

 

Magaloni-Kerpel, Beatriz. Voting for Autocracy: Hegemonic Party Survival and Its  

     Demise in Mexico. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2008. 

 

Mainwaring, Scott and Timothy R. Scully, eds. Building Democratic Institutions: Party  

Systems in Latin America. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1995. 

 

Matland, Richard E. and Kathleen A. Montgomery, eds., Women's Access to Political 

     Power in Post-Communist Europe. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 

 

Segura, Gary and Shaun Bowler, eds.  Diversity in Demcracy:  Minority Representation  

     in the United States. University of Virginia Press, 2005. 

 

Tavits, Margit.  “The Development of Stable Party Support:  Electoral Dynamics in Post- 

     Communist Europe.”  American Journal of Political Science 49 (2005). 

 

Tucker, Joshua.  “The First Decade of Post-Communist Elections and Voting:  What  

     Have We Studied and How Have We Studied It?”  Annual Review of Political Science  

     5 (2002). 

 

C. POLITICAL CULTURE 

 

* Almond, Gabriel and Sidney Verba. Civic Culture. [New ed.] Newbury Park, Calif.:  

     Sage Publications, c1989. 

 

Almond, Gabriel and Sidney Verba, eds. The Civic Culture Revisited. Newbury Park,  

     Calif.: Sage Publications, c1989. 

 

Bonnell, Victoria and Lynn Hunt, eds. Beyond the Cultural Turn. Berkeley: 

     University of California Press, 1999. 



 22 

 

Elster, Jon. The Cement of Society. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1989. 

 

Geertz, Clifford. An Interpretation of Cultures. London: Fontana, 1993. 

 

* Halbwachs, Maurice. On Collective Memory, Lewis A. Coser, Editor and Translator. 

     Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992: 1-68. 

 

Harrison, Lawrence E. and Samuel P. Huntington, eds. Culture Matters: How Values  

Shape Human Progress. New York: N.Y.: Basic Books, c2000. 

 

* Inglehart, Ronald.  Modernization and Post-modernization:  Cultural, Economic, and  

     Political Change in 43 Societies.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1997. 

 

* Lane, Ruth. “Political Culture: Residual Category or General Theory?” Comparative  

Political Studies. v25, n3 (October 1992): 362-387. 

 

*Lane, Crothers and Charles Lockhart, eds. Culture and Politics: A Reader. New York: 

     St. Martin’s Press, 2000. Chapters by D. McAdam, “Culture and Social Movements:” 

     249-268 and A. Swidler, “Cultural Power and Social Movements:” 269-283. 

 

Morris, Aldon D. & Carol McClurg Mueller, eds. Frontiers in Social Movement Theory. 

     New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992: 3-25, 53-103, 133-155,174-202. 

 

Putnam, Robert. Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary  

Society, “Introduction” plus some case study chapters, according to interest. New 

York: Oxford University Press 2002. 

 

Putnam, Robert. Making Democracies Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy. Princeton,  

     N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1993. 

 

* Pye, Lucian W., and Sidney Verba, eds. Political Culture and Political Development 

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1969. 

 

Ross, Marc Howard. Cultural Contestation in Ethnic Conflict. New York: Cambridge 

     University Press, 2007. 

 

Scott, James C. Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance. New  

     Haven: Yale University Press, 1985. 

 

Steinmetz, George, ed. State/Culture: State-Formation after the Cultural Turn. Ithaca: 

     Cornell University Press, 1999. 

 

* Wedeen,Lisa. “Conceptualizing Culture: Possibilities for Political Science” 

     American Political Science Review 96, n 4 (Dec., 2002): 713-728. 

 



 23 

D.  POLITICAL COMMUNITY: NATIONALISM, RELIGION AND ETHNICITY 

 

Adida, Claire, David Laitin, and Marie-Anne Valfort. Why Muslim Integration Fails in  

     Christian-Heritage Societies. Boston, MA: Harvard University Press, 2016. 

 

* Anderson, Benedict R. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of  

Nationalism. Rev. and extended ed. London; New York: Verso, 1991. 

 

Arriola, Leonardo. Multiethnic Coalitions in Africa: Business Financing of Opposition  

     Election Campaigns. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012. 
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