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Research Interests 

 

American Politics, Institutions, American Presidency, Public Policy, American Political 

Development, American Foreign Policy. 

 

Graduate Coursework  

 

I have completed graduate seminars in American politics and international relations, as well 

as courses in research design and quantitative methods. In American politics I have taken 

courses on the presidency, interest groups, public opinion, religion and immigration, and 

foreign policy. I passed the department’s qualifying exam for American politics in Fall 2017 

and international relations in Spring 2018. 

 

Graduate Methods Training 

 

 PS 205: Political Research Methodology I                 PS 206: Political Research Methodology II  

 

 PS 204: Research Design           PS 207: Causal Inference 

 

Research  

 

“Rethinking the Presidency: The Nineteenth Century Roots of the ‘Modern’ 

 Presidency,” 2018 – Current   

 

My dissertation attempts to challenge the modern presidency paradigm by examining the leadership 

of late-nineteenth-century presidents. While presidents of this era are often overlooked, forgotten, or 
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depicted as stewards of powerful party organizations, I argue that this characterization is too 

simplistic. I test many premises of the ‘modern’ presidency by  taking a closer look at historical 

evidence regarding these presidents’ roles in effecting  significant change in various policy areas and 

to the institutional structures they faced. This undermines a great deal of accepted knowledge about 

precisely when, why, and how the presidency developed into a powerful institution in American 

politics. Instead of a sharp break, I suggest a more gradual process of institutional change that is 

contingent on both individual agency and the structural resources available to presidents. 

 

“Going Social: Presidential Public Leadership and New Media,” 2017 – Current  

 

This project explores how new and social media like Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube should or 

should not change how we analyze presidential leadership of the public. My co-author and I suggest 

that the different media platforms available to presidents systematically alter their public 

leadership strategies. These platforms give presidents access to new audiences and the 

characteristics of these platforms might provide for more effective public leadership. To explore these 

new dynamics of leadership, we are analyzing content from the Obama and Trump presidencies 

including traditional presidential addresses and remarks, as well as social media messages. 

 

“Enka-Candler Community Needs Assessment,” archived by the United Way 

of Asheville and Buncombe County, August 2015.  

 

As an AmeriCorps VISTA member, I served as the community engagement coordinator for a low-

income middle school in western North Carolina. During my term of service, I conducted a 

comprehensive community needs assessment incorporating archival data, community-based focus 

groups, and surveys administered to teachers and students. The results of this research were used 

by the United Way of Asheville and Buncombe County in the assessment and expansion of their 

community school initiative.  

 

“Context, Opportunity, and the Potential for Presidential Greatness,” published in 

the UNC Asheville Journal of Undergraduate Research, Spring 2014. 

 

This paper examines the criteria historians and other experts use to evaluate presidential greatness. 

I expanded this research by analyzing public perceptions and evaluations of presidential greatness. 

Both these papers use polls administered to historians and the public by various polling and media 

organizations as data. This paper won a departmental award for outstanding undergraduate 

research in political science. 

  

 

Teaching Assistant Experience 

 

 Congress    Introduction to International Relations (x3) 

  

 American Presidency   American Foreign Policy (x3) 

  

 International Security (x2)  Introduction to Comparative Politics 



  

 International Political Economy 

 

Research Assistant Experience 

 

 Research Assistant for Professors Stephen Weatherford and Lorraine McDonnell Fall 2018 –  

 Present. Conducted an in-depth case study of the Children’s Health Insurance Program 

 (CHIP) and its subsequent reauthorizations. I evaluated and coded congressional hearings 

 held on this issue. 

 

 Research Assistant for Mrs. Susan Page Winter 2018 – Spring 2018. Conducted archival 

 research at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library used by the author in her forthcoming 

 book about First Lady Barbara Bush. 

 

Research Assistant for Professor John Woolley Fall 2016 – Summer 2017 and Summer 2018. 

 Assisted in the development and management of an online version of the course PS 157: 

 American Presidency, as well as a corrections project for documents on the American 

 Presidency Project. 

 

University Service and Professional Membership 

 

Undergraduate Committee Member    September 2018 – Present  

 

American Politics Search Committee    September 2018 – April 2019 

 

Graduate Committee Member      September 2017 – June 2018 

 

Research Mentor Program (RMP) Summer Mentor   June 2017 – August 2017 

 

Disabled Students Program (DSP) Proctor    December 2015 – Fall 2016 

 

Member of Asheville-Buncombe Middle Grades Network August 2014 – August 2015 

 


